7627 Old ll«3ceiver Hoad 
Frederick, fH. 21701 
12/3/88 



Mr. ikmol.l Kleiner, mana^^r 

Towson, lid. 

Dear Mr. Kleiner, 

If you are not sued for libel over tonight's Front Page story you ^ 
lucky. It was ja virtuoso display of factual ignor 2 ince, irresponsibilityr^d 
taste that also could not have been more inap;)ropriate on a subject like the 
assassination of a President. 

Don't misunderstand me. I*m not looking for personal attention and were 
you to invite m*i to be on a show I could not be. I've not driven out of 
Frede rick in 11 years, I'm 73, in impaired health, only recently had an eye 
operation (please e::cuse my typing), and wlien I leave here I'm driven. 

Blaine Taylor was int^i*dji^ed to your audience as a subject expert when 
he api>eara to be no more than Howard Donoliue's ghost. He displaced his ex- 
pertise imiaediatoly by iissaulting the survivors of that great tragedy stating 
what anyone \/ho hiis read only some of th ; literature has to know is a lie, 
that the i^nnedy "family doesn't want the autopsy released." It was published 
by tile Warren Cominission and in many books, beginning with mine. 

^ s^iid that the Secret Service, \/hich was the Fpesiaont's guard, killed 



him, conjecturing only wlitither it was accid».*ntal or on purpose! And thejv he 
Bhowed a picture of Agent Hickey, riding in the followup car holding the 
automatic rifle up without telling your audience, if he was not too ignorant 
to know the truth, that the picture was t^lkon much later! iwnd not at the scone 
of the crime but en route to the hospital. 

To give credibility to this incredible slander he notaej that other heads 



of state have be m killed by their guards, 

Howiird Donahue is a nice guy, an expert hhot and gunamitli and pos^jesoed ¥ 
by an impossible theory, has been for years, in fact, and contrary to Taylor's 
silent, he did not duplio'tate the sliootirw; attributed to Oswald. On^ one of 
many efforts he matched the i®i)liod and impossible sipeed only. (The conditions 
amd the *^iget were radically diffei-ont, among other things, and the test of 
which he waiJ part, for CBS^iTV, had such terrible results CBS did not even give 
their results, despite Donahue'd speed of firing.One time, that is, when a rebuilt 
weapon did not misfire, as it did often.) 

There is a simple way for you to see how utterly impossible this theory is, 
a motion picture and a still. I printed the still in my first two books which the 
•^och ^ratt library did liave. a good print of the Zapruder motion picture was 
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used Q fl - n much buttor sctynont -a f ^ r onl thu prise-winiidgg documentary by 
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a Baltiiaorenn wliose mother lives on Donachio Koad^jihilo is at College 

Uis name is Cdipcanl (Chip) Selby, ho works for Discovery TV lihile working for 

his liiaster's degree in comuunications. His documentary was his thesis- It was 

aired with hi/^h ratings by thv; toll channel, 

^>nly seconds before the assassination the Xa|>rude#^Jilm showd the crowded 

followup car witli all the too-dany in it sitting except for the agents on the 

running boards, Tlirce seconds, approxiraately, before the fatal shot, a picture 

taken by A? photographer Ike kltgens shows all tliose people, agents and staff, 

still sitting. It sliows both jump seats occupied. Now how in the world could 

the fastest man in the world get that rifle out from between those seats and 

c 

feet and legs and stand and get it ready to shiest and aim and shoot in 
three seconds? 

Tliere is more wrong with that show al<d if you w..nt more specifics have 
one of your people send me a transcript and X'll tell you or if you*d prefer 
have them play parts and tiipe what I say. In all respects it waS truly dis- 
graceful. (l won’t bo home the 6th.) 

you^' people in news so uncritical that if a man says he is an expert 
they just assume he is? I’m in a position to know who had engaged in real study 

^ ^ \ ^ Zma Aaj^ -Mva. I 

or schoifirsTilp Decau 
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ll’ve obtained about a third oi a million pagees of once- 
withheld official eoords, I make them available to anyone, and Taylor has not 
ifiado any such request, Donahue was here once but he anked^o see almost nothing. 
Moreover, I’ve published six books on the subject, know hwo/^ts them and don’t 
recall Taylor getting even one. Have your nows paople no standards at all? 

I’m all for the people knowing all they can about the assassination and 
its official investigations if t)iey are not deceived and misled. The subject 
ought not be treated as a cheap novel, aside from the suftering of the family 
and many people from whom I hear elII the time, the assassination ot a president 
has the effect of a coup, d’etat and that is a serious matter, not a parlor game, 
4 Uid, alas, there is no way you can tal:e all that falsehood and misinforma- 
tion out of the minds of tlriose you victimized with it. 

I do not presume that you had personal knowledge of this. Hather^ I think 
you probably didn't. I write because I think you may be vulnerable and because 
this was so wroc/thed a business I think you should know and find out if your 
news people ask for credi.*ntials , not gust some stjlf-serving pontification. 



LIlOVXOXJ, 

Harold \ieisberg ) 



